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CHAPTER XXXIII. The First Wesleyan General Conference--Elected
President --The Secret-society Question--On the Verge of an
Explosion--Elected Editor--Homeward Bound--A Terrible Storm.
WHEN the General Conference assembled, Orange Scott was
elected president on the first ballot, but declined. On a second
ballot I was elected. I expected a stormy time, yet I accepted and
took the chair, and the Conference proceeded to business. While
appointing the standing committees a motion was made to
appoint a committee on secret societies. This waked up the
disturbing element which came so near breaking us up in the
Utica convention. I dreaded it as much as I would a tornado, and
I soon found I had one on hand. It was not yet known where I
stood, which, I believe, was fortunate, otherwise I do not believe I
could have held the Conference in the struggle. The committee
was...
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