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Book-Lover: A Guide to the Best Reading, which G. P. Putnam s Sons have just issued, is a new and cheaper
edition of a book which has bad a very considerable popularity in a more expensive form. We are not at all
surprised that it has sold well, for it is exceedingly entertaining as well as useful. Personally, we dislike Courses
of Reading and Schemes for Practical Study to which Mr. Baldwin refers, but when such things have been
decided upon it is at all events very desirable to have a competent guide, and Mr. Baldwin may certainly claim
to be this. The elder Pliny declared that no book was so bad but that some part of it might be read with profit,
but amid the high pressure at which every phase of life is now carried on we cannot afford to read every book
we come across upon the plea that it may contain something of profit for us. This was possible at a period
when half a dozen books were considered a fairly extensive library even for a man of means and culture. Now,
it is necessary to obtain the greatest amount of knowledge with the least possible waste of time. After a chapter
of wise hints as to the choice of books, Mr. Baldwin gives some equally solid advice as to the best manner of
reading, and then on the value and use of libraries. We might traverse a good many of the hints...
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