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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1987-02 edition. Excerpt: .younger students use increased more the longer their
exposure to the program, suggesting that early risk can be reduced with early access to services. Finally,
increased and prompt clinic attendance and increased use of contraception appear to have had a significant
impact on pregnancy. While conceptions increased dramatically in the control group schools during this period
(from 32 to 51 percent), in the program schools, conceptions dropped by 26 percent (Zabinetal, 1986). The Self
Center model differs somewhat from the typical school-based clinic. Nevertheless, if these results can be
replicated in other settings, they give solid support to the school-based clinic movement. This program suggests
that the provision of free proximate contraceptive services that are linked to a strong education component
may accelerate contraceptive behavior among sexually active teenagers without encouraging sexual
intercourse among those who are not personally ready for such involvement. Further efforts to test this model
and compare it with the typical school-based clinic model are needed. Pregnancy Testing and Counseling
Pregnancy testing is available to teenagers in public health centers, hospitals, family planning clinics, and
abortion clinics, from private physicians, and even at many drugstores. This service is generally provided at
little or no cost to the client. In addition, home pregnancy tests are becoming increasingly popular among
teenagers as well as adult women, because they afford an opportunity to detect a suspected pregnancy in
privacy, at relatively low cost. Although they are not a substitute for laboratory testing and...
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