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been linked to the worldwide spread of AIDS. In the West Bank, he monitors highway checkpoints with Israeli
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sides. He shuffles down a frozen riverbed with teenagers escaping their Himalayan valley to see how a new road
will affect the now-isolated Indian region of Ladakh. From the passenger seat of a new Hyundai piling up the
miles, he describes the exuberant upsurge in car culture as highways proliferate across China. And from inside
an ambulance, he offers an apocalyptic but precise vision of Lagos, Nigeria, where congestion and chaos on
freeways signal the rise of the global megacity. A spirited, urgent book that reveals the costs and benefits of
being connected how, from ancient Rome to the present, roads have played a crucial role in human life,
advancing civilization even as they set it back.
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