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States. Excerpt: . . . instruction the students moved to another classroom to work with real FBCB2 hardware (
green boxes ) to learn equipment inspection and pre-combat checks. The desktop computers use a mouse and
keyboard for input, while the actual systems use a touch screen and track ball-like device. Although white boxes
have different input methods than green boxes, Soldiers report no problem switching between input devices.
Figure 1. Example of Force XXI Battle Command Brigade and Below ( FBCB2 ) display. Most of the blocks of
instruction are followed by a practical exercise where the students are able to practice what they learned. The
blocks of instruction and exercises follow a natural progression including system startup, pre-combat checks,
movement, assembly area operations, and actions on the objective. The training assumes the Soldiers have a
basic tactical knowledge including familiarity with reports, map symbology, and battlefield graphics. It also
assumes a basic knowledge of computer operation, such as using a computer mouse and keyboard, as well as
familiarity with common desktop computer terminology. Previous experience with common desktop office
software is helpful since the interface uses many conventions from office software, particularly the drawing
tools used to draw battlefield graphics. However, many Soldiers work with FBCB2 before they receive formal
training because the formal training is often difficult to squeeze into the unit training schedule. They often learn
about FBCB2 through on-the-job-training ( OJT ) or through a tutorial included with some of the 2 This item
ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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