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Random House USA Inc. Paperback / softback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Secret Lives of Saints:
Child Brides and Lost Boys in Canada's Polygamous Mormon Sect, Daphne Bramham, The Secret Lives of
Saints paints a troubling portrait of an extreme religious sect. These zealous believers impose severe and often
violent restrictions on women, deprive children of education and opt instead to school them in the tenets of
their faith, defy the law and move freely and secretly over international borders. They punish dissent with
violence and even death. No, this sect is not the Taliban, but North America's fundamentalist Mormons. From its
very beginning, the Mormon church, an offshoot of Christianity, found itself on the margins of both convention
and the law. In addition to their unorthodox interpretation of the more mainstream Christian denominations,
the Mormons embraced one tenet in particular that others found hard to accept: the idea that only by
engaging in polygamous marriage could a man enter the highest realms of the kingdom of heaven. In 1890,
under immense pressure from the federal government in the United States, the Mormons agreed to renounce
polygamy in return for the right to the status of statehood in Utah, where they had settled. Since then, the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has officially taken the position that plural marriage is unlawful and
is not to be pursued. However, colonies of renegade fundamentalist Mormons have continued to practise
polygamy and thrive to this day in Canada and the United States, despite the fact that they are flouting the law.
In the U.S., the "prophet" Warren Jeffs made headlines when, having been placed on the list of America's Most
Wanted, he was apprehended in 2006 and was convicted as an accomplice to rape. While his acolytes and
subjects lived...
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