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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Homiletic Commentary on the Book of
Lamentations Preachers appear to have shunned the Book op Lamentations, as if it lacked suggestiveness for
homiletic purposes; and there are comparatively few sermons based on texts selected from this portion of Holy
Writ. It may be that the undertone of melancholy, that runs so sadly through the five elegies of which the book
is composed, has created the impression that the theme is too monotonous to admit of the freshness and
variety expected from the pulpit of the present day. A little patient study of the book in detail will correct that
impression. The predominating subject is indeed a story of desolation and sorrow; but it is told with a
marvellous versatility of poetic imagery and with exquisite pathos. The Lamentations are more than the
lamentations of Jeremiah - more than the lamentations of the Jews, who were the immediate and principal
sufferers in the disasters narrated: they are typical of a sorrow that is as universal as humanity. Individuals or
nations, brooding over conscious unfaithfulness and sin, and smitten with the conviction that the misery in
which they are whelmed is the just and bitter fruit of their own reckless disobedience, will find in the
Lamentations, as they cannot elsewhere, the most appropriate words in which to voice their grief. We cannot
conceive of any possible phase of human misery that may not be fittingly expressed in some portion of this
remarkable book, and that will not find some relief in being thus expressed. Trouble fills a large space in our
experience of life, and the homilete will find in the study of this tragic poem...
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