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Speech of Richard C. Badger, Esq., Representative From Wake, in the Representatives, General Assembly of
North Carolina January 10th, 1873 The House of Representatives having under consideration the resolution
introduded by Mr. Badger, of Wake, a resolution in regard to William W. Holden: The General Assembly of North
Carolina do resolve: That William W. Holden be relieved of toe disqualification to bold oKice of honor, trust or
profit under the State of North Carolina, imposed upon him by judgment of the Senate of North Carolina,
sitting as a Court of Impeachment, on the 22d March, 1871. Mr. Badger rising to close the debate, spoke
substantially as follows: Mr. Speaker: I introduced the resolution now under consideration on the - day of
November, 1872, and have permitted it to be postponed until this late day of the session, as I considered it of so
great importance, and thought that its merits should not only be thoroughly understood by the members of the
General Assembly, but also by the constituencies which they severally represent. Sir, it is not easy to estimate the
eKect which clemency to this great man will have, not only in the restoration of good feeling between man and
man, so much needed in the State of North Carolina, but also in dispelling that distrust which pervades the
National mind as to the genuineness of our present loyalty to the Union, and the honesty of our professed
acquiescence in the principles incorporated into our government by the recent amendments to the Constitution
of the United States, and the civil rights bills which were passed to...
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