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Stratford-upon-Avon, illustrious in British topography as the birth-place of Shakspeare, is situated on the south-
western border of the county of Warwick, on a gentle ascent from the banks of the Avon, which rises in a small
spring at Naseby, in Northamptonshire; and continuing its meandering course in a south-westerly direction,
approaches Stratford in a wide and proudly-swelling stream, unequalled in any other part of its course. The
town is distant eight miles south-west from Warwick, and ninety-four miles north-west from London. The
Church stands at its south-eastern extremity, from which it is approached by a paved walk, under an avenue of
lime-trees, which have been made to form a complete arcade. This Church was originally a Rectory, in the
patronage of the Bishops of Worcester, in whose diocese it is situate; and was purchased in the tenth year of
Edward lll., anno 1337, of Simon Montacute, the then Bishop, by John de Stratford, Archbishop of Canterbury,
and presented to the chantry which he had previously founded in the Chapel of St. Thomas the Martyr,
adjoining the south aisle of the Church, which aisle he had rebuilt at his own expense. The chantry consisted of
five priests, of whom the warden and sub-warden were perpetual, while the others were elected and removed at
the warden s pleasure. Many privileges and immunities were procured for it, by the Archbishop, from Edward
lll.; and the founder, with other benevolent persons, settled various revenues upon it, arising from property in
Stratford and other places....
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