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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Apology begins with Socrates saying he does not know if the men of
Athens (his jury) have been persuaded by his accusers. This first sentence is crucial to the theme of the entire
speech. Indeed, in the Apology Socrates will suggest that philosophy begins with a sincere admission of
ignorance; he later clarifies this, dramatically stating that whatever wisdom he has, comes from his knowledge
that he knows nothing (23b, 29b). Socrates imitates, parodies, and even corrects the Orators by asking the jury
to judge him not by his oratorical skills, but by the truth (cf. Lysias XIX 1,2,3, Isaeus X 1, Isocrates XV 79,
Aeschines Il 24). Socrates says he will not use ornate words and phrases that are carefully arranged, but will
speak using the expressions that come into his head. He says he will use the same way of speaking that he is
heard using at the agora and the money tables. In spite of his disclaimers, Socrates proves to be a master
orator who is not only eloquent and persuasive, but even wise. This is how he corrects the Orators, showing
what they should have been doing all along, speaking the truth persuasively with wisdom. The speech does not
succeed in winning him acquittal. Socrates is condemned to death.
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