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0.8in.They dropped a ladder through the hole to the ground about three meters below and descended. Sarah
and Sam climbed in and Michael lowered packs of supplies and sample containers before following. They
pulled the ladder down the hole behind them. Sarah and Michael attached reels of heavy nylon fishing line to
the backs of their waists like the mythical Theseus who used Ariadnes ball of thread as a crude GPS to find his
way out of the maze after he had slain the Minotaur. The line was tethered to the ladder. As they moved into the
tunnel ahead, their flashlight beams bounced off the fog and sprayed light everywhere but on the bogged
ground below. They were eyeless fish, advancing into the net of an unknown and possibly invisible life form.
They held onto each other and the walls to keep from losing their footing until they left the cloaking steam of
the geothermal mist seeping from the ground. The path turned icy and slippery, and their pace slowed to a
shuffle. As the temperature started to rise, the air cleared and they loosened their parkas. The floor thawed
again, providing surer footing. Their flashlights now illuminated smooth nondescript walls and ragged ceilings
dripping with stalactites poked through billowy clouds in the ceiling. The cave widened into a large
amphitheater just as the ceiling went below the levels of permafrost and they redirected their light to a barrel-
shaped cloudless vault some fifteen or more meters above. The room was nearly a hundred meters long and
almost as wide. Crystals encrusting the ceiling refracted reds, greens, and indigos around the room like a
discotheque ball. Sam spoke softly and an echo reverberated throughout the...
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