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make apparent the conditions that gave rise to the Rational Method in Reading, as well as to provide a proper
basis for the discussion of that method, it will be necessary - first, to consider what reading is - and second, to
examine briefly the several methods that have been employed in teaching it. Reading is thought-getting
through word-getting; thought-getting the purpose or fulfillment, word-getting the means. The process then is
a double one, mechanical and intellectual, and both mechanical and intellectual skill are necessary to its
accomplishment. In the teaching of reading, no method can be called unless it leads to independence and
rapidity in word-getting, and prevents word-getting from interfering with thought-getting. The power of getting
words quickly is the first essential to thought-getting from the written or printed text; and only when the word-
getting has become so rapid as to be almost automatic, or the mind has become trained to attending to the
mechanical part of the work without neglecting the intellectual, can it be said that word-getting does not
interfere with thought-getting. Primary schools, nearly everywhere, are to-day sending out children who have
labored four years to learn to read, and yet are not ready or intelligent readers, because slowness and
uncertainty in word-getting remain as obstacles to thought-getting. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an...
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